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Microsoft and GEOTrac Team Up for Global Petroleum Show 
 

GEOTrac Announces to Global Petroleum Industry the latest in Wireless Communications 
 
 Calgary, Alberta – June 7, 2006 – GEOTrac International Inc.  today announced their 
participation in Microsoft’s Technology Pavilion as a special speaker at the Microsoft 
Theatre. 
 
Speaking to thousands of participants at the world’s largest petroleum show, GEOTrac 
will address one of the industry’s most burning issues; how do we further automate the 
industry to reduce our dependence on an ever shrinking workforce? 
 
Earlier in the year, GEOTrac was a guest of Microsoft for the Global Energy Forum in 
Houston to listen to the 41st President of the U.S., George Bush urge the oil and gas 
industry to further embrace technology. The oil and gas industry has been very 
progressive in using the latest technology for exploration and refinement of oil and gas. 
The next critical step in industry’s future will be to use it to further streamline their 
operations. 
 
“We are at a critical time in our industry. To sustain the explosive growth of oil and gas 
exploration in Canada’s North, we need to automate and streamline operations to make 
up for the shortfall in labour,” says Timothy Hodge, CEO of GEOTrac. 
 
As the price of oil and gas continues to climb and activity in the field moves at a dizzying 
pace, the industry faces a human resources shortage. Several large companies in the 
industry have already announced this year, their plans to delay billions of dollars worth of 
projects because there are simply not enough workers. 
 
It is not an issue of more equipment or more money for workers. The average age of 
truck drivers in Canada’s oil and gas industry is 42. The oil and gas industry workforce is 
aging. More and more oil and gas workers are retiring earlier and earlier, with no 
replacements in sight. There are twice as many drivers at age 55 and leaving the industry 
than there are, new drivers coming into the industry. This means our workforce shortage 
issues, threaten to cripple the industry, if long-term solutions are not put into place.  
 
GEOTrac and Microsoft have developed an innovative suite of technology solutions to 
relieve the pressure on companies facing this serious issue:  
 
Driver Management – with an aging workforce of drivers and increasing trend in 
overtime, companies are looking to improve the safety record of their fleet. GEOTrac is 
helping companies monitor the speed of their drivers, alerting dispatch when a truck 
exceeds the speed limit set for that vehicle. 
 
Work Alone Safety Solutions – most companies do not have the workforce to provide 
backup staff, for workers in remote areas. In many cases, workers are alone. Alberta 
Government’s Department of Occupational Health and Safety has legislated a “Work 
Alone” Requirement to ensure safety precautions are taken in the field. GEOTrac has a 
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complete “Work Alone” Strategy to provide peace of mind to workers, their companies 
and the government. 
 
Distress Messaging – GEOTrac has developed a one-touch, on-screen distress 
message feature. The mobile data terminal is an easy-to-use, rugged screen that drivers 
can use to request emergency services. This distress message can be forwarded directly 
to a dispatcher’s cell phone or email address, 24 hours a day. 
  
Perforation Precautions – GEOTrac has a patent pending solution to reduce drilling site 
accidents due to an erroneous radio frequency detonation of explosives used for 
perforation of the earth’s crust. Currently, the industry relies on extra staff to manually 
check that radio frequency devices are turned off before a detonation. With GEOTrac’s 
PERForation solution, all of GEOTrac’s radio frequency devices can be securely turned 
off, reducing risk and additional staff. 
 
Global Positioning for Tracking Assets – do more with less. GEOTrac enables              
companies with limited resources such as drivers, to streamline rig moves, dispatches 
and shipping of supplies and equipment. In-transit visibility of a fleet, helps dispatchers 
make better business decisions for deployment. 
 
Dynamic Global Mapping – GEOTrac’s Point 2It 3.0 is a proprietary custom mapping 
solution for the oil and gas industry. Dispatchers can upload, pictures, documents, bill of 
ladings or local travel information for various worksites on to their detailed, custom map. 
Storing and passing this information on to drivers and other dispatchers expands the 
company’s knowledge base. As staff turnover, your knowledge base is passed on, not 
lost. 
 
About GEOTrac International Inc. 
 
GEOTrac International is a global provider of GPS and communications to companies in 
oil and gas, transportation and logistics. Four key benefits of GEOTrac are: improve 
productivity, save money, improve safety and save time. GEOTrac works with a low-
earth-orbit, low-cost satellite network that provides true global coverage. Competitive 
services using geostationary satellites are limited in their reach into the Canadian Artic 
and are high-bandwidth and high-cost. GEOTrac is an affordable, reliable and global 
alternative. 
 
To listen to this fascinating presentation, go to the Microsoft Technology Pavilion on the 
upper floor of the Big Four Building on June 13

th
 at 4:00 PM. Or for more information on 

GEOTrac visit us at Booth # 3229 June 13
th
 to June 15

th 
at the Global Petroleum Show, 

Calgary Stampede grounds or contact: 
 
Kevin MacDonald, GEOTrac International Inc. 
Vice-President, Marketing and Communications  
Suite 340, 3115 12th Street NE, Calgary, Alberta T2E 7J2 
em: kmacdonald@geotracinternational.com; wb: www.geotracinternational.com 
cl:  403.542.4223 


