
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEOTrac and Safety On Site Launches Work Alone Solution 
 

Oil and Gas Producers Begin Testing Lifeline Service for Safety of Workers in the 
Field 

 
Calgary, Alberta – November 17, 2006 – GEOTrac International Inc. and 
Safety On Site Systems Ltd. today announced the launch of a joint work 
alone solution for the oil and gas industry. Combining true global coverage 
with failsafe technology offers workers in remote areas a safety net to 
survive harsh working environments. 
 
According to recent statistics from the Worker’s Compensation Board, nearly 
150 workers die every year in Alberta due to accidents in the workplace. Oil 
and gas producers and oilfield services companies have always placed 
safety as a paramount concern. Now with more than 170,000 injuries every 
year compounding a lost time claim averaging of 26 days per injury, 
companies are facing more than $991 M in claims. The Alberta Government 
is forecasting an employment shortage of more than 300,000 workers by 
2010. These staggering numbers have a lot of oil and gas companies even 
more concerned about worker safety and productivity. 

                                     

“We are listening to customers from the patch and we are hearing re-
occurring themes, critical shortage of workers are threatening the ability of 
oilfield services companies to fulfill the contracts they have or bid on in the 
future,” says Tim Hodge, CEO of GEOTrac International. “Improving safety 
is critical for these companies, it’s life or death.” 

 

 

 



The Alberta Government has recognized this critical issue as they get ready 
to mandate Work Alone legislation to be in place by 2008. Companies will be 
required to provide a hazard assessment for the work site. Guidelines for 
acceptable hazard levels are specified by the Occupation Health and Safety 
Department. Companies will also be required to either visit the worker on a 
regular interval or provide a constant and reliable two-way communications 
with the worker. To ensure compliance of this important legislation, the 
government will impose heavy fines for companies that do not have this in 
place by 2008. 
 
The SOS solution uses the same satellite network as the U.S. Military. 
Providing critical communications to thousands of soldiers in places such as 
Iraq and Afghanistan. The network is considered to be a lifeline during 
wartime or disaster relief. Similarly, Canada’s North provides some of the 
harshest working conditions on earth. Oil and gas companies work primarily 
in the winter months when permafrost allows for heavy equipment to move 
from well site to well site. It is during these months when much of the work 
performed, is in complete darkness. As companies move further North for 
exploration, GEOTrac’s satellite network provides dependable wireless 
communication for SOS. The low-earth-orbit satellite network not only 
provides true global coverage but it also has north to south orbital planes 
that make it ideal for covering Polar Regions. 

 

“Years of research and development and customer consultation has really 
paid off,” says BJ Fuchs, President of Safety On Site Systems Ltd. “We are 
so confident that the product we have today will serve companies well into 
the future.” 
 
SOS Technology 
 
SOS consists of leading edge technology that uses redundant 
communication networks to ensure a distress message is sent to a central 
dispatch. A small personal safety monitor known as a fob is worn by the 
worker as they go about their day to day work. The wireless fob has several 
alarm sensors based on motionless, direct press or exceeded distance from 
the base unit. 
 
The base unit is either mounted directly into a vehicle or is available as a 
portable travel case. The base unit has both battery and in-vehicle power, 
ensuring the unit is fully charged when needed. The base monitoring unit 
has a RF transceiver to receive signals from the fob worn by the worker. The 
base unit also has a GPS transceiver and satellite data modem and antenna 
that transmits x, y coordinates and safety status of the worker. This 
information is relayed through the satellite network to a ground earth station 
and then travels through two secure network operations centres (NOC) 
operated by GEOTrac. These two centres have been twinned for back up 
and redundancy to ensure delivery of message. The NOC then relays the 
message to the proper customer database hosted within the NOC. 
GEOTrac’s Asset Control Centre is the cornerstone software used by 
customers to access all database information associated with their vehicles, 
assets and workers in the field.  
 
 



Asset Control Centre 
 
The Asset Control Centre is a robust, web-based software application that 
has been customized to quickly receive distress messaging via the Point2It 
map. Companies can quickly see the location of their worker in distress. 
Dispatchers can also use a cell phone or email to have distress message 
and coordinates sent directly to them.  Dispatchers can then deploy 
emergency services directly to the work site. 
 
Point2It, GEOTrac’s custom mapping solution highlights not only the location 
of the worker but also a constant safety status. A live status report for each 
worker is located at the bottom of the map. This allows a dispatcher to 
monitor the ongoing status, rather than waiting for a distress message to be 
sent.  

 

Dispatchers can simply hover over each worker on the map and get an 
immediate update on time date of last report, LSD, x,y location, driver name 
and vehicle description. 

                                     
                                    Photos of the GEOTrac/SOS Solution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    
 

Portable SOS Base Unit         Personal Safety Monitor – FOB In-vehicle Control Panel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                   

 Vehicle Mount SOS Base Unit 
 
                                                                                                                                     

Point2It Map for SOS 
 

The new SOS service is commercially available today. Current GEOTrac 
customers can contact our customer support centre via email or phone to 
determine eligibility of the new service. 
 



For pricing and sales information, please contact the nearest sales 
representative in your area or contact our main office at 403-261-2962 or 
email sales@geotracinternational.com 
 
For more detailed information on Safety On Site Ltd. and GEOTrac 
International Inc. or any other products and services, please visit us online at 
www.geotracinternational.com 

 
 
About GEOTrac International Inc. 
 
GEOTrac International is a global provider of GPS and communications to 
companies in oil and gas, transportation and logistics. Four key benefits of 
GEOTrac are: improve productivity, save money, improve safety and save 
time. GEOTrac works with a low-earth-orbit, low-cost satellite network that 
provides true global coverage for GPS and communications. This network of 
more than 66 satellites travel at 27,500 km/hr taking 100 minutes to make 
one complete orbit. 800 km above the earth, these satellites provide 
coverage in all regions. GEOTrac also provides cellular coverage for 
services requiring additional bandwidth. Competing services using 
geostationary satellites are limited in their reach into the Polar Regions and 
are high-bandwidth and high-cost. GEOTrac is an affordable, reliable and 
global alternative. 
 
 
For more information on GEOTrac or media inquiries, please contact: 
 
 
Kevin MacDonald 
  
GEOTrac International Inc. 
Vice-President, Marketing and Communications 
  
Suite 340, 3115 12th Street NE 
Calgary, Alberta T2E 7J2 
  
em: mac@geotracinternational.com 
wb: www.geotracinternational.com 
cl:  403.542.4223 
ph: 403.261.2962 
fx:  403.261.2813 

 

 


